Spring 2019    



English 263


Lecturer: Jason Siegel
American Literature II: American Values
Time and Place:



Office Hours
MW 1:00-2:15 PM



TuTh 8:00-9:00 AM
Room: 194
Office: 322     

   

                                 (715) 261-6289

jason.siegel@uwc.edu

The United States largely defines itself in terms of a set of values delineated in the Declaration of Independence, according to which “all men are created equal” and “are endowed with” the “unalienable rights” of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  However, much of the nation’s history over the past century and a half raises serious questions about whether these values are truly operative, and therefore, whether they accurately characterize our nation.  In this course we will read some of the greatest literary works by American writers since 1865 in order to examine the complexity and plurality of American values.  In the process, we will consider such questions as:  Are the purported ideals of our democracy compatible with the principles of our capitalist economy?   Has military might replaced individual freedom?  Have differences in class, race, ethnicity, religion, gender, and sexuality been used to limit equal access to the American Dream?  What effect has our rapidly changing technological world had on the viability of traditional ethical systems?  How do we reconcile the multiple sets of discordant values produced by our pluralistic culture?  What role does the American literary tradition play in the establishment or interrogation of our values?     

While these questions will orient our discussion of literary texts, most of our time will be spent developing critical reading, writing, and thinking skills.  In class you will be given the opportunity to try out your own ideas, challenge those you have heard in lecture, and exchange opinions with your peers in a way that can stimulate thought and broaden your perspective on the course readings.  You will also devote a great deal of time to developing your writing and research skills through various exercises, handouts, and short writing assignments.  The purpose of the course is to teach you to write persuasive prose about literature, and to get you into the habit of subjecting the myriad verbal messages you receive daily to intense critical scrutiny, so that you may engage more intelligently with the world. 
Required Texts, in order of use, available at the College Bookstore
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
In Our Time, Ernest Hemingway

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston
A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams
Goodbye, Columbus, Philip Roth

Slaughterhouse-Five, Kurt Vonnegut
Additional readings available on D2L
Calendar
Jan.

28
M
Introduction
                        30
W
Twain, Huck Finn, Ch. I-XIII (pp.1-57)
----------------------------- 



Feb.

4
M
Twain, Huck Finn, Ch. XIV-XXI (pp. 57-109)


6
W
Twain, Huck Finn, Ch. XXII-XXXI (pp. 109-164)

-----------------------------

11
M
Twain, Huck Finn, Ch. XXXII-XLIII (pp. 165-220)
13
W
Cather, “The Garden Lodge,” Paul’s Case” (D2L)
-----------------------------

18         M
Frost, “Design,” “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening,”  

                                   “The Road Not Taken” (D2L)

21
W
Frost, “Mending Wall,” “Two Tramps in Mud Time,” 

                                  “Never Again Would Birds’ Song Be the Same” (D2L)
------------------------------



25
M
Hemingway, In Our Time, Ch. I-IV (pp. 1-62)

27
W
Hemingway, In Our Time, Ch. I-IV (pp. 63-129)
------------------------------

Mar.

4
M
Hemingway, In Our Time, Ch. X-XIII (pp. 131-157)
6
W
Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 1-5 (pp. 1-50)

------------------------------
11
M
Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 6-11 (pp. 51-128)


Essay #1 Due


13
W
Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ch. 12-17 (pp. 129-193)
------------------------------ 

18
M
Midterm Exam
20
W
O’Connor, “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” 
                                          “Good Country People” (D2L)

-------------------------------

MARCH 25-29: SPRING BREAK—NO CLASS

------------------------------

Apr.

1
M
O’Connor, “The Artificial Nigger” “The River” 




                               “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” (D2L)

3
W
Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (D2L)
------------------------------
Apr.

8
M
Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire, Scenes 1-4 (pp. 1-84)



10
W
Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire, Scenes 5-11 (pp. 85-179)

------------------------------
15
M
Roth, Goodbye, Columbus, (pp. 1-75)
17
W
Roth, Goodbye, Columbus, (pp. 75-136)

------------------------------
22
M
Ellison, “Cadillac Flambé” (D2L)


24
W
Erdrich, “The Red Convertible” (D2L)
------------------------------


29
M
Barth, “Lost in the Funhouse” (D2L)

May

1
W
Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five, Ch. 1-2 (pp. 1-65)




Essay #2 Due
 
 
------------------------------


6
M
Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five, Ch. 3-5 (pp. 66-172)


8
W
Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five, Ch. 6-8 (pp. 173-232)
------------------------------
13
M
Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five, Ch. 9-10 (pp. 233-275)
15
W
Final Exam Review


Rewrite of Essay 1 Due
Final Exam on Monday, May 20 from 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
Course Requirements  
  Essay 1 (15%)
    3-4 pages

  Essay 2 (20%)
     5-6 pages
  Midterm (15%)
     75 minutes in-class

  Participation (25%)
     Based on regular attendance, completion of homework, occasional reading quizzes, and  

     frequent contribution to class discussion.
  Final Exam (25%)  Thursday, May 19 from 1:00PM - 3:00PM
     2 hours.  The identification portion of the exam will deal only with material covered after the    

     midterm, but the essay portion will draw on all of the course texts.

Grading Scale: A+=98-100; A=93-97; A-=90-92; B+=87-89; B=83-86; B-=80-82; C+=77-79; C=73-76; C-=70-72; D+=67-69; D=63-66; D-=60-62; F=0-59

Attendance
You are allowed two free absences without penalty, but each subsequent absence will lower the participation portion of your grade by half a grade (i.e. from A to A-).  If you miss more than six classes, you will automatically fail the entire course.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
Plagiarism, or taking credit for words or ideas not your own, is a serious offence and will lead to dire consequences. The penalty for plagiarism ranges from failing the course to expulsion from the university.  See the Student Rights and Regulations handbook for more information about plagiarism and its consequences.  If I think you have plagiarized, I will meet with you and refer your name to a disciplinary committee responsible for overseeing the investigation of academic crimes.  Except for acknowledged quotations, all of your work is to be written in your own words.  You may not copy from a book, another student’s paper, a webpage, or any other source.  If you do so, you will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.  

PAGE  
1

